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Every six months we select up to 10 urbantech startups 
and invest $150,000 per company. Our 20-week accelerator 
program equips startups facing the unique challenges of 
working with and in cities.

URBAN-X is a venture accelerator that educates, invests in 
and advocates for companies shaping the future of cities 
through technology and design. Founded by MINI and 
run in cooperation with joint venture partner Urban.Us, 
URBAN-X forges meaningful connections with leaders in 
the public and private sectors to help early-stage startups 
turn compelling ideas into viable, scalable solutions for 
urban life.

URBAN-X is based in Greenpoint, Brooklyn at A/D/O, a 
creative space founded by MINI dedicated to exploring 
the boundaries and future of design. In partnership with 
A/D/O, URBAN-X companies join a creative ecosystem 
that stimulates innovation through inspiration and 
inclusive dialogue.

ABOUT URBAN-X.



4

PROGRAM AND PORTFOLIO STATS.

50+
INITIAL INVESTOR INTRODUCTIONS  
PER STARTUP.

2,000
NUMBER OF POTENTIAL PARTNERS
AND MENTORS IN OUR NETWORK.

3,000
NUMBER OF APPLICANTS TO DATE.

1,000
1-1 HOURS WITH OUR EXPERTS-IN-
RESIDENCE PER COHORT.

$150,000
INITIAL INVESTMENT UPON ACCEPTANCE
INTO OUR PROGRAM.

PRE-SEED AND  
SEED-STAGE STARTUPS 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

IN-PERSON OR
REMOTE TEAMS
WELCOMED TO

THE PROGRAM

CATERS TO BOTH NEW 
AND EXPERIENCED 
FOUNDERS
COHORT COMPOSITION

51
STARTUPS IN
OUR PORTFOLIO

facts & figures
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URBAN-X
VERTICALS

100%
FOLLOW-ON FUNDING 
FOR STARTUPS IN COHORT 03, 04, 05.

40%
INTERNATIONAL FOUNDERS.

30%
URBAN-X STARTUPS WITH FEMALE 
CO-FOUNDERS.

1.7%
ACCEPTANCE RATE.

2 COHORTS PER YEAR, 
20 WEEKS EACH.

APPLICANTS FROM 
OVER 60 COUNTRIES.

BUILT ENVIRONMENT &  
REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC HEALTH &  
SAFETY

INFRASTRUCTURE &  
INDUSTRY

ENERGY & GRID

GOVTECH &  
CIVIC SOLUTIONS

TRANSPORTATION &  
MOBILITY

FOOD, WASTE &  
WATER

facts & figures
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Micah Kotch
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Micah came to URBAN-X from NYSERDA, where he served as the 
Director of NY Prize and Strategic Advisor for Innovation, and spent 
5 years as Director of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the NYU 
Tandon School of Engineering where he launched NYC’s first sponsored 
tech incubator. Micah has direct experience with utilities, government 
agencies, Fortune 500 companies, educational institutions and early 
stage companies. He is interested in startups that embrace change as 
well as regulators and innovative large companies working on solutions 
for climate and energy issues.

MARK PARIS
MANAGING PARTNER
CO-FOUNDER FOR URBAN US CAPITAL

Mark has more than 30 years’ experience at the intersection of cities 
and finance. Before Urban Us, Mark led Citi’s Green Communities 
Venture Fund and has been an investor and advisor for multiple urban 
tech startups. His work with startups goes back to 1998, while his 
work on Wall Street, managing financings for multiple cities, hospitals, 
universities, power agencies and housing authorities, goes back to 1988. 
Mark, and his wife, Tammy, both with degrees from Harvard, Hopkins 
and Muhlenberg, spend their free time serving on several higher 
education and arts boards throughout the US and abroad. 

Miriam Roure
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Miriam is passionate about improving cities through technology and 
design. She is the founder of the design consultancy firm Urbanfield 
and is part of the founding team of Deeds by The Social Coin. 
Previously, Miriam worked at MIT Senseable City Lab, a research 
laboratory dedicated to exploring the future of cities from a data and 
sensor-based technology perspective. At MIT, Miriam managed several 
urban tech projects and led collaborations with private and public 
partners. Trained as an architect an urban planner, she also worked 
at the Office for Metropolitan Architecture in Rotterdam and at Mateo 
Arquitectura in Barcelona.

the team
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LIZ SISSON
PROGRAM MANAGER FOR URBAN-X

Liz is interested in how the public and private sector intersect. Before 
joining Urban Us and the team at URBAN-X, Liz was at the Roosevelt 
Institute, an economic think tank in NYC, where she managed programs 
that deployed local public policy campaigns spanning across policy 
areas including economic development, transportation, human rights, 
and environmental impact. Liz has also done consulting work on state 
government programs related to transportation and the environment. Liz 
is a graduate of Bentley University.

Johan Schwind
DESIGN DIRECTOR

Johan is an expert in developing products at the intersection of 
engineering, digital technology and human needs. With experience 
working for Audi and BMW Group, Johan has designed products ranging 
from consumer electronics to electric bikes to urban infrastructure 
solutions. Johan shares insights and expertise on the design process, 
customer needs and product development with our teams – helping 
them to iterate, prototype and succeed in building their vision.

EVA BECKER
DIRECTOR FOR URBAN-X (EUROPE)

Working from Munich, Eva builds and maintains the connection between 
URBAN-X and MINI. Being a former founder herself, she knows the 
challenges startups are facing from her own experience. Eva is not 
only a foodie, but also a passionate problem-solver – and she works 
hard to find the right expert for every startup question within the BMW 
organization. As Director Europe, Eva also represents URBAN-X in the 
European startup scene.

the team
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SHAUN ABRAHAMSON
MANAGING PARTNER, URBAN US

STONLY BAPTISTE
PARTNER AT URBAN US VENTURES, 
CONSULTANT AND LECTURER AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO BOOTH SCHOOL

the team
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Metalmark

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY

Develops novel materials for highly efficient catalytic 
decomposition of air pollutants, making clean air globally 
accessible and affordable.

metalmark.xyz

eva

INFRASTRUCTURE & INDUSTRY
TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY

Provides drone vertical take off and landing, charging stations for 
healthcare, emergency response and overall airborne logistics.

eva.xyz

COHORT 07

7 companies

1.4% acceptance rate

Featured

startups

CHARGELAB

EVA

FIRMUS

HADES

METALMARK

THERMA

UNETY

Our Startups
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cove.tool

ENERGY & GRID
BUILT ENVIRONMENT & REAL ESTATE

cove.tool is redefining energy modeling and parametric optimization 
by building smarter, more accurate models in a tenth of the time. 
Using automation for tedious tasks cuts time and cost, leaving 
the creative part to you. We learn everything about your project’s 
sustainability goals so the custom cove.tool results can help you 
meet your targets. In just a few minutes, you’ll have a professional 
energy model and report for your project.

covetool.com

pi-lit

INFRASTRUCTURE & INDUSTRY

Pi-Lit (formerly Pi Variables, Inc.) develops and manufactures intelligent 
devices to enhance safety for those working on the roadway, including 
work zone personnel, law enforcement, fire equipment personnel, utility 
and maintenance vehicles, helicopter pilots, and maritime navigation. 
The growing IP portfolio, with both design and utility issued patents, 
heralds application of IoT radio technology to aid mass evacuation, 
institutional building escape, pedestrian safety, and military deployment. 
The team makes money the old fashion way; it builds things.

pi-lit.com

COHORT 06

7 companies

1.5% acceptance rate

100% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

Featured

startups

COVE.TOOL

EVOLVE ENERGY

FLORIAN

FOOD FOR ALL

HUBBSTER

PI-LIT

VARUNA

Our Startups
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TOGGLE

BUILT ENVIRONMENT & REAL ESTATE
INFRASTRUCTURE & INDUSTRY

Toggle provides automation to construction via rebar for reinforced 
concrete. They combine industrial robotic manufacturing technology 
with the flexibility of on-demand mass customization to create a 
system that significantly reduces cost and increases productivity 
for construction projects.

toggle.is

THRILLING

FOOD, WASTER & WATER

Thrilling is bringing vintage and second hand stores online for the very 
first time. Thrilling is dedicated to three core pillars: 1) helping local 
store owners expand their business and reach new customers around 
the world; 2) reducing the environmental impact of the apparel industry 
by encouraging second hand shopping; 3) celebrating individuality and 
personality via fashion.

shopthrilling.com

COHORT 05

7 companies

2% acceptance rate

100% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

Featured

startups

BORROW

BUILDSTREAM

CIRCUIT

GREENQ

THRILLING

TOGGLE

TREAU

Our Startups
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park & diamond

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY

Park & Diamond makes biking better by reinventing the bike helmet, 
using next-generation materials to building a safer, more portable 
helmet that can roll up into the shape of a water bottle for easier 
carrying, while looking like a regular hat, cap or beanie. 

park-and-diamond.com

SAPIENT INDUSTRIES

ENERGY & GRID

Sapient Industries has developed an autonomous energy management 
system that senses and learns human behavior in order to eliminate 
wasted energy in buildings.

sapient.industries

COHORT 04

7 companies

2% acceptance rate

100% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

Featured

startups

AVVIR

CAMPSYTE

CLEARROAD

OPEN DATA NATION

PARK & DIAMOND

RENTLOGIC

SAPIENT

Our Startups
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QUCIT

GOVTECH & CIVIC SOLUTIONS

Qucit – for Quantified Cities – applies artificial intelligence to 
optimize the operation of cities. The company works with cities 
and businesses to help them have the right team at the right place 
at the right time performing the right action to ensure a seamless 
functioning of urban services–from bikeshare fleet rebalancing to 
emergency response on highways. 

qucit.com

LUNeWAVE

TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY

Lunewave is developing a high performance and high value sensor 
system for fully autonomous vehicles. Lunewave’s high frequency 
Luneburg lens also has broad applications across 5G wireless 
communication, drones, robotics and other sectors. 

lunewave.com

COHORT 03

7 companies

2.3% acceptance rate

85.71% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

startups

BLUEPRINT

GOOD GOODS

HOSTA

LUNEWAVE

ROADBOTICS

SWIFTERA

VERSATILE NATURES

Featured

Our Startups
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CONTEXTERE

INFRASTRUCTURE & INDUSTRY

Contextere is an Industrial IoT software company enabling the 
connected workforce. Its team is developing an intelligent personal 
agent that delivers actionable insights at the point of service, to make 
every worker more skilled, reduce human error and save lives. Using 
human-centric machine learning and intelligent context generation, 
Contextere is transforming the future of work.

contextere.com

UPCYCLES

TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY

Upcycles develops unique human-electric cargo tricycles for moving 
goods around urban environments, up to and including the last mile. 
Their growing zero-emissions fleet is used by delivery services across 
New York. While delivery technology edges towards automation, 
Upcycles represents a socially responsible, transitional step that is 
reliable and efficient.

upcycles.biz

COHORT 02

8 companies

5% acceptance rate

75% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

startups

CITIESENSE

CONTEXTERE

ENVAIRO

AŌ AIR

REVMAX

SENCITY

UPCYCLES

WEARWORKS

Featured

Our Startups
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farmshelf

FOOD, WASTE & WATER

Farmshelf helps feed the world by building urban farms that 
enable anyone to grow great tasting nutritious food.  

farmshelf.com

Ambrosia

FOOD, WASTE & WATER

Industrial/Organic has built a mechanized system to quickly recycle 
organic waste in scalable, turnkey facilities. The process, low in odor 
and emissions, creates a feedstock with utility in an array of industries. 
Their first product is a microbial soil amendment for use in agriculture. 

ambrosia.io

COHORT 01

8 companies

10% acceptance rate

75% of our startups have 
received follow on funding

startups

BROOKLYNESS

FARMSHELF

AMBROSIA

MULTIMER

NELLO

NUMINA

SAMCOAT

STAE

Featured

Our Startups
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Rentlogic has raised $2.4 million to take the 
guesswork out of determining whether that 
cheap, beautiful New York apartment is actually 
a deathtrap wrapped in a brownstone’s clothing. 

LINK

Why BMW keeps Mini undercover in Brooklyn

LINK

Blueprint Power raises $3.5 million to enable real 
estate owners to become clean energy suppliers

LINK

Our 3 favorite startups from  
Urban-X’s 4th demo day 

LINK

Lunewave is pitching a new sensor offering 
better vision for autonomous vehicles

LINK

Road Assessment App RoadBotics Raises 
$3.9M in Seed Funding

LINK

The Delivery Trike Is Coming

LINK

This bike helmet can fold down to the size 
of a water bottle

LINK

Small Sum, Big Ambitions: Lunewave Raises 
$5M To Improve Car Sensors

LINK

Hripsime Matevosyan founder of SwifTera on 
Forbes 30 Under 30 Manufacturing 2019

LINK

Small businesses aimed at city folks get help 
from Urban-X, backed by BMW’s Mini

LINK

notable press
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DEMO DAY 04.
PHOTOGRAPHY (Link)

Media / assets
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MINI × URBAN-X HERO FILM.
YOUTUBE (LINK)

Media / assets
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM.
YOUTUBE (LINK)

Media / assets
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Demo Day 04.
YOUTUBE (LINK)

Media / assets
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Exterior Interior Atrium

IMAGES OF OUR ENTIRE SPACE (LINK)

Our Space
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OUR SPACE (LINK)

Our Space
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For media/press inquiries, please contact: 
Berlin Rosen  
urbanx@berlinrosen.com

For other inquiries, contact:  
hello@urban-x.com

Contact Us


